Vyasa should be restless. Vyasa replied, "Of course/1 have
thoroughly studied the Vedas, codified them and written
the great epic, Mahabharatha. Yet, I know not why I am so
sad. I am blessed by your arrival. Kindly help me in
regaining tranquility." The divine sage smiled and said,
"Dear Vyasa! In spite of your scholarship and ability to
produce an immortal epic you have failed to write anything
in praise of the Supreme with earnest devotion. Not
worldly knowledge, not scholarship, not erudition, that can
bestow peace of mind. Real happiness can be achieved by
Sradha and Bhakthi alone. So add several puranas
inculcating the spirit of bhakthi in them. Though the
episodes incorporated in these puranas are old, they will
convey a message which will always be fresh. That way
you will not only reach the goal but will also lead entire
humanity towards it." At the behest of the Devarishi, Vyasa
wrote several puranas of which eighteen are famous. One
of these is 'Siva Purana' comprising several khandas.
SriKalahasti Sthala Mahatmyam finds a place as Siva
Rahasya Khanda of Siva Purana.
This Sthala Purana contains various teachings
propounded in the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Geetha,
epics and Puranas in the form of beautiful episodes. This
is at the same time an excellent treatise on Siva Tatwa. In
this kshetra seekers followed different paths i.e. of action
(Karma), Knowledge (Gnana) , devotion (Bhakti) and
renunciation (Sanyasa). While some worshipped Siva
observing strict sastraic injunctions, the devotion of others
was crude and clumsy in the eyes of others. Yet others
focussed their attention inwards for self realisation. The
methods adopted by the numerous devotees were varied
and at times conflicting. But the common factor was their
earnestness which enabled all of them, treading different
paths, to reach.the same goal of realising the Supreme.
Those that worshipped in SriKalahasti included Gods,
sages, common folk, animals and even insects. Sinners